
Mary Ludington  
Artist Statement  
 

 As a child I was fascinated by cartoons but especially cartoons that starred 
animals because of the connection I made with the characters. Cartoons also have a 
way of connecting people. There are multiple conventions held all over the world just 
for these fans to come together; No matter their age, sex or race people can come 
together over their love of cartoons.  

 
    From the 1930’s to now cartoons have brought children and adults together 
through characters and their stories. For example, in the 1950’s Bugs Bunny was one 
of the most popular cartoon characters and was just in a new movie this year. Causing 
Adults that were children thirty to sixty years ago to go with their children and 
grandchildren to see a new movie with a cartoon from their childhood. My goal is to 
create this feeling of unity and understanding within my work by using cartoon 
portraits.   
 
 As people we project what part of yourselves that we want others to see, 
depending on who is around us we show a different part of our personality. Cartoons 
can also help us identify with our emotions and form a connection that stays with us 
into adult hood. Through my work I want to show that each of these characters is a part 
of me. Each portrait illustrates the emotion or experience I have had while in certian 
environments. Frankie, the giraffe is the realization that I am not a child anymore, life 
will get harder, and I will have many responsibilities. She is also who I am at the core 
someone who is growing up and learning. Crash, the cheetah is my rebellious side, 
when becoming an adult and moving away from my parents, I felt a sense of freedom.  
This is who I am when I’m with my friends having fun and sometimes getting into 
trouble.  


